NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR EMPOWERMENT OF PERSONS WITH MULTIPLE DISABILITIES (NIEPMD)
Events for the month January 2024

1. Observance of World Braille Day:

NIEPMD observed World Braille Day on 4 January 2024 to commemorate the birth anniversary of
Louis braille - the inventor of braille writing for blind and visually impaired people.Braille is a tactile
representation of alphabets and numerical symbols using six dots to represent each letter and number
and even musical mathematical and scientific symbols. This day aims to raise awareness about the
challenges faced by individuals with visual impairment advocating for their rights and societal
integration.

To mark the occasion, NIEPMD organised various programs in collaboration with St. Louis School
for the Deaf and Blind at Adyar, Chennai. Dr. Innaci Raj, Principal, St.Louis School for Deaf and the Blind
inaugurated the event and felicitated Smt. Leelavathi, Principal, Model School for Persons with Multiple
Disabilities, NIEPMD. The events included Braille writing and Reading competition to empower
individuals with Visual Impairment, Slogan competition and Fun games to engage Persons with
Disabilities in a fun-filled environment, Poster competition for HRD students and Children with Special
Needs to enhance their level of creativity. Around 100 participants were involved in the event of
celebration of World Braille Day. Individuals with Visual Impairment, Persons with Disabilities, HRD
Students, Faculties and Staff members were present among the occasion. Overall these activities

encouraged an inclusive and accommodating environment for all.

2. Divya Kala Shakthi 2024:

National Institute for Empowerment of Persons with Multiple Disabilities(Divyangjan) (NIEPMD),Chennai in
collaboration with Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities(Divyagjan),(DEPwD), Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment, (MSJ&E), Govt. of India Organized the cultural event Divya Kala Shakti:
witnessing the Abilities in Disabilities on 6™ January 2024 at Ravindra Kala Kshethra, Bengaluru. It
provides a wider and unique platform to showcase the potential of Persons with Differently Abled in the
field of performing art, music, dance, acrobatics etc. About 75 (Karnataka -42, Tamil Nadu -17, Kerala —9
and Pudhucerry -7) Children and youth with differently abled of various disabilities like Visual
Impairment,Hearing Impairment, Locomotor Disabilities,Autism Spectrum Disorder, Intellectual

disabilities, Multiple Disabilities etc from 4 South Region States have practiced over a month to display




their hidden talents. These artists performed dance, music,instrumental in classical, folk and modern
style. This special event also includes Yoga and Acrobatics. Large number of women participants also
took part in this event. More than 1000 footfallsincluding Persons with Differently Abled, Parents of
Persons with Differently Abled, Special Teachers, Rehabilitation Professionals, Students NGOs,
etcwitnessed the program.

The Hon'ble Governor of Karnataka Shri.Thaawar Chand Gehlot inaugurated the regional cultural
event by Lighting the Lamp in the presence of Hon’ble Minister Shri.A.Narayanaswamy, Minister of
State for Social Justice and Empowerment,Govt. of Indiaand Senior Officers of the Department from
the State and Central Government.

The DEPwD,Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Govt. of India in this direction has
already organized two National events on 18th April and 23rd July 2019 respectively at President's house
as well as Parliament Library Building, New Delhi with an objective to spread a wide awareness among all
the four pillars of Democracy. More than 10 Divya Kala Shakthi Programs had been organized in various
states. so that it can help in changing the role of society contribution towards Divyangjan. The DEPwD is
committed to work in this direction for such kind of platforms through which Divyangjan can contribute
for the socio-cultural and economicgrowth of the nation which is the vision of the Department.This
program is funded under Awareness Generation Program (AGP) of Dept.of Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities (Divyangjan), Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Govt. of India.

Further, through the ADIP Scheme of DEPWD, MSIJ&E, Gol 152 persons with disabilities have
been provided with 152Aids and Appliances worth for an amount of Rs.12.69 Lakhs.

To mark the occasion a Press Conference on Divya Kala Shakthi was organized at Press Club of

Bengaluru on 4™ January 2024. Dr. Nachiketa Rout and Shri.Das Suryavanshi, State Commissioner of

Persons with Disablities, Govt. of Karnataka briefed about the Divya Kala Mela to the Print and Media

Officials. About 20 Print and Electronic Media officials were present on the occasion.




3. International Purple Fest 2024:

The Office of the State Commissioner of Persons with Disabilities, Government of Goa,
Directorate of Social Welfare, Government of Goa and Department of Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities, Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India jointly organized the
International Purple Fest 2024 at Goa from 8™ — 13t January 2024. This Festival is the India’s First-of-its-
kind inclusive festival that celebrates persons with disabilities. The Inaugural ceremony of International

Purple Fest 2024 was held on 8™ January 2024. Shri.Pramod Savan, Hon'ble Chief Minister of Goa




inaugurated the program by Lighting of Lamp in the Presence of Shri.Ramdas Athawale, Hon’ble MoS,
DEPwD,MSJ&E, Gol, and other dignitaries.

NIEPMD put up 2 stalls at the International Purple Fest 2024 from 8™ — 13t January 2024. Among
one of the stall, publications of NIEPMD were displayed. The NIEPMD service activities and various
initiatives were briefed to the public in another stall. The Exclusive pavilion has been set up for Deafblind
Experience Zone, where children from different schools were given some experience on performing
activities under blind folded along with ear morphing to understand the difficulties of people with
deafblindness and the need to learn the new way on communication-purely based on sense of touch

along with the effective use of remaining senses.
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4. Republic Day Celebration:

NIEPMD celebrated the 75th Republic Day of India on 26 January 2024 to mark the adoption of the
constitution of India. The day remembers the struggle of our freedom fighters who sacrificed their lives
and laid the foundation for sovereignty and secularism and it upholds the values of liberty, justice and
equality.

To commemorate the occasion, NIEPMD organised three days program from 24t to 26% January
2024. Dr.Nachiketa Rout, Director, NIEPMD unfurled the Tricolor National Flag and delivered the Republic
Day Address followed by parade performed by security staffs and Persons with disabilities.

During the Celebration, the series of events conducted are Drawing Competition for Persons with
Disabilities under the theme of “India — A mother of Democracy” to develop their creative skills, Slogan
Competition for HRD Students and Parents to strengthen our democratic and cultural values, Rangoli

Competition for Parents of Persons with Disabilities, Quiz Competition for HRD Students and Parents to




share their knowledge about our mother country and various cultural activities including traditional dance,

songs and traditional instrumental music are performed by Persons with Disabilities and HRD Students to
showcase our National pride and cultural diversity.

Following the events, A book titled “Empowered Journeys — Chronicles from the DAIL Trainees”.
was released by Director of NIEPMD. Around 300 participants including Children with Disabilities, Adult
with Disabilities, HRD students & faculties and Security guards were involved in the event of celebration of
Republic Day.

Overall, the celebration serves as a reminder of the rich nation's history, cultural heritage and

understanding the role of each citizen's commitment to our country.
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Media Coverage:

Media Coverage:

Observance of World Braille Day by
NIEPMD

et

World Braille Day

Sunday, January 7, 2024
THEHINDU  Chennai

TNSTC offers course on STEM Robotics
Tamil Nadu Science & Technology Centre is offering a three-month course called Advanced

STEM Robotics Programme for students from class six to nine. According to a press release,
classes will be held every Sunday from 10.30 am to I pm at its premises on Gandhi Mandapam

Road. For details, call 044 - 2441 0025
DAKSHIN
MEDICAL CONSULTANCY

INo. 25, 3rd Main Road, Kasturbal Nagar,
Adyar, Chennai -600 020.

Competitions, games
mark Braille Day P e

n commemoration of World Braille Day (January 4), preventable disease.
NIEPMD organised various E i ntact
with St. Louis School for the Deaf & Blind in Adyar. The o~ o u"‘ x

events included Braille writing and reading competition, slo- vaccination for your
gan competition, poster competition, and games. ___teenage children.

On the occasion, Innaci Raj, principal, St. Louis School for R
Deaf & Blind inaugurated the event 'i:m‘m,‘",“ﬂ ?,"::
and felicitated Leelavathi, principal, dakshin g
Model School for Persons with Mul —
tiple Disabilities, NIEPMD, says a
press release.

Around 100 students took part in
the event, adds the release.




Divya Kala Shakthi 2024
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Republic Day Celebration

«: 97910 19000 Line Advt. Desk : 89397 73679 Circulation : 98411 30147, 93426 13877

Children participate in the Republic Day celebrations giving a good show of a variety of

programmes. (L) Children from Chennai High School, Kamaraj Avenue; (R) Children at NIEPMD.
More on page 4.

Cultural events mark
REPUBLIC DAY R-Day celebration

Celebration of 75th e }\ A R
Republic Day by ) iy R
NIEPMD

The National Institute for Em-
powerment of Persons with Multiple
Disabilities (NIEPMD) witnessed a
spectacular celebration of the 75th
Republic Day. The event, graced by Dr
Nachiketa Rout, Director and Dr
Amarnath, Deputy Registrar, NIEMD
and other dignitaries, was a poignant
testament to patriotic fervour,
inclusivity and empowerment.

T'he festivities commenced with a B

remarkable March Past led by the spe- uiz, rangoli, drawing, and elocution contests
cial trainees of the school, Department were among the cultural events that marked the
of Adult Independent Living (DAIL), Republic Day celebration at the National Insti-
Services & Program wing, HRD stu- tute mpowerment of Persons with Multiple Disabil-
ities (NIEPMD). According to a press release, Nachiketa
Rout, Director and Dr. Amarnath, Deputy Registrar,
NIEPMD attended the programme. Parents of students
multiple disabilities. The tricolour flag also took part in the celebration.
was then unfurled by Dr Nachiketa.

The cultural program, skillfully | Workshop on

presented by special children was on organic farming
the theme ‘India - Mother of Democ-

dents and security guards, showcasing
the indomitable spirit of adults with

_ , _ : Tamil Nadu Agricultural Un-
racy’ and Viksit Bharat'. A prize dis- ivirr:lityfnflcl)mg;ﬁong;mig- To advertise in

tribution ceremony was also held for ing Centre in Guindy is con-
the various competitions held for the ducting a workshop on DOWNTOWN
special students. organic farming on Febru-
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NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR EMPOWERMENT OF PERSONS WITH MULTIPLE DISABILITIES (NIEPMD)
Events for the Month of February 2024

1. 29" National Special Employee Meet 2024:

The Employment Achievers from Department of Adult Independent Living, NIEPMD has been
participated in the 29™ National Special Employee Meet 2024 organized by NIEPID at Secunderabad
from 8t - 9™ February 2024. As part of the Event, NIEPMD put up stall, show cased the various service

and rehabilitation activities provided to Persons with Multiple Disabilities.

2.Memorandum of Uniderstanding:

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between NIEPMD and SSN College of Engineering and

Technology , Chennai was signed on 23™ February 2024 for the purpose of R &D Activities.




NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR EMPOWERMENT OF PERSONS WITH MULTIPLE DISABILITIES (NIEPMD)
Events for the Month of March 2024

1. World Hearing Day:

World Hearing Day is held on 3 March each year to raise awareness on how to prevent deafness
and hearing loss and promote ear and hearing care across the world. Each year, WHO decides the theme
and develops evidence-based advocacy materials such as brochures, flyers, posters, banners, infographics
and presentations, among others. These materials are shared with partners in government and civil society
around the world as well as WHO regional and country offices. In recent years, an increasing number of
Member States and other partner agencies have joined World Hearing Day by hosting a range of activities
and events in their countries. WHO invites all stakeholders to join this global initiative.

. To mark the occasion Department of Speech, Hearing and Communication, NIEPMD organized
various programs from 3™ — 12t March 2024. The details of the program as follows.

e An Awareness program organized at Chennai Airport on Sign Language

e Organized Auditory screening and Awareness on World Hearing day to Government Primary School

students of Kelambakkam.
HRD students of NIEPMD organized an Awareness Rally from Mayajaal to Uthandi, East Coast Road.

Various Competitions for HRD students.




2. 'Mera Pehla Vote Desh Ke Liye — Campaign

As part of observance of 'Mera Pehla Vote Desh Ke Liye — Campaign, Dr.Nachiketa Rout, Director,
NIEPMD administered voters pledge to NIEPMD staff and HRD students. To mark the occasion various
competitions was held for BPT students towards Campaign 'Mera Phela vote desh ke liye' and screening of

AV content from Election Commission of India.

Inm' i 1
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3. Launch of PM-SURAJ Portal:

As per the direction of DEPwD, MSJ&E, GOI, officials from NIEPMD coordinated the program for

Launch of PM-SURAIJ portal held at Tirupur, Madurai and Ramanathapuram.







Events for the Month of April 2024

1. World Autism Awareness Day:

World Autism Awareness Day is an internationally recognized day on April 2 every year, to raise
awareness about people with Autism Spectrum Disorder throughout the world. The theme of this year is

nn

"Empowering Autistic Voices To commemorate the occasion, NIEPMD organized various program
from April 2 to April 5. The event was inaugurated by Dr. Nachiketa Rout, Director, NIEPMD in the
presence of Dr. A. Amarnath, Deputy Registrar (offg), NIEPMD, Dr. B. S. Santhosh Kanna, Lecturer,
Physiotherapy, NIEPMD and Shri. Kurinji Selvan, Lecturer, Occupational Therapy, NIEPMD. Shri. P.
Kamaraj, Lecturer, Special Education, NIEPMD and Smt. B.Leelavathi, Lecturer, DeafBlind, NIEPMD. A
series of events including Cultural Programs such as Dance, Singing and Fancy Dress, Quiz competition,
Therapeutic Activities for individuals with autism to inculcate creativity and to develop their social skills,
Painting Competition for Parents of individuals with Autism to engage them as a group in an efficient
way, Occupation based End Product made for People with Autism showcased by HRD Students.

Following the events, Mini Food Stalls specialized in summer foods and Fruit stalls were arranged
by Parents of Individuals with Autism and HRD Students to bring people together on this special
occasion. A Panel Discussion for Parents was conducted to encourage effective interaction between
Parents of individuals with Autism and the professionals. Around 250 number of people including

Individuals with Autism, Parents of individuals with Autism, HRD Students, Staffs and Faculties from

various departments participated in the event.

2. Awareness on Election:

National Institute for Empowerment of Persons with Multiple Disabilities (NIEPMD), in association

with Department of District Differently Abled Welfare, Chengalpattu District, organized the "Vote for Sure"



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_observance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autism_Spectrum_Disorder

campaign for Persons with Disabilities under initiatives taken by the Election Commission of India (as per
the RPwD Act) to ensure electoral participation, voter education, and spreading awareness about the right
to vote for persons with disabilities. Dr. Nachiketa Rout, Director, NIEPMD, along with Shri.Balaji, District
Differently Abled Welfare Officer, Chengalpattu, and Dr. A. Amarnath, Deputy Registrar (offg.), initiated a
voter signature campaign for PwDs and took the Voters Pledge in the presence of officials, parents of
PwDs, caretakers and HRD students to make this election inclusive and accessible.

As part of the initiative, the Awareness Rally and Human Chain organised, including people with
disabilities, parents of PwDs and HRD students to raise voting awareness and elector confidence among
PwDs. About 100 PwDs, along with their parents, actively participated in this voter awareness campaign.
Furthermore, this initiative created an equal access framework in the society for PwDs to express their

opinions and to promote their participation in the democratic processes.

._-‘t’;

3. World Parkinson’s Day:

National Institute for Empowerment of Persons with Multiple Disabilities (NIEPMD) celebrated

World Parkinson's Day on 12t April 2024. Parkinson's Disease is a progressive neurological condition that

affects millions of people worldwide. This day serves to raise awareness and understanding about
Parkinson's disease and to improve care and services for those with the condition. To mark the occasion,
NIEPMD organized various programs to educate about the Parkinson's Disease and it's treatment
facilities among those with the condition, PwDs, Professionals and Students. Dr.Nachiketa Rout, Director,
NIEPMD, inaugurated the event in the presence of Dr. A.Amarnath, Deputy Registrar (offg.) and
Dr.B.S.Santhosh Kanna, HOD (Therapeutics). A series of programs included an awareness seminar titled
'Overview about Parkinson's Disease for HRD students to share the knowledge about Parkinson's Disease
and Smt.T.Arthi, Associate Professor (Therapeutics) , NIEPMD, was the resource person of the seminar,

emphasized on importance of physical activities and exercise for people with the condition. An




extemporary speech competition conducted for HRD students to develop their communication skill and
to encourage effective interaction. More than 100 students enthusiastically participated in this
competition. Overall, this day serves to celebrate and salute the resilience and strength of people who

live with the condition every day.

4. Purple Talk:

The HRD trainees of courses BPT, BOT, BASLP and BPO participated in the Purple Talks 1.3 & 1. 4
organised by DEPwD during 25™ - 26t April 2024. Dr.Nachiketa Rout, Director briefing the students
about the objectives of Purple Talk. The co-ordination at NIEPMD is being carried out by Dept. of Medical
Science (S & P, Unit).

5. Executive Council Meeting of NIEPMD:

The 60™ Executive Council Meeting of NIEPMD was held on 30" April 2024 under the
Chairmanship of Shri.Rajeev Sharma, IFoS, Joint Secretary to Govt. of India, DEPwD, MSJ&E, Govt. of
India through Hybrid Mode.

6.Human Resource Development:

6.1 Long Term Training Program:

The Tamil Nadu Teachers Education University, Chennai nominated Team members visited to

NIEPMD on 28™ April 2023 to assess the infrastructure and records for grant of extension of approval of

B.Ed.Spl.Edn (Db & ASD) and M.Ed.Spl.Edn (ASD).







Events for the Month of May 2023
1. World Schizophrenia Awareness Day:

Schizophrenia is a chronic mental health condition , an invisible disability causing significant
challenges to the individual and their family members. May 24 of every year has been declared World
Schizophrenia Day in a bid to spread awareness about the illness, to reduce the stigma associated with the
condition and eradicate myths and superstitions around mental illnesses in general.

NIEPMD observed the World Schizophrenia Awareness Day on 24™ April 2023. To mark the
occasion, Department of Clinical Psychology, NIEPMD organized Community Awareness Rally program at
Pallavaram, Chennai in collaboration with MANASU, Home for Wandering Mentally 1ll, Chennai. On 30t
May 2024 various programs organized

Vocational Stalls

Panel discussion on Schizophrenia

Painting and Quiz Competition for HRD students

Short Film Screening

The Inaugural Function of the program was held at NIEPMD, Chennai by Lighting of Lamp by Dr.
Nachiketa Rout, Director, NIEPMD in the presence of Dr.S.Karthikeyan, Asso.Professor(Clincal Psycholoy).
NIEPMD officials, HRD students, Persons with Disabilities and Parents of PwDs were among those present

on the occasion.

2. World Multiple Sclerosis Day:

NIEPMD observed the World Multiple Sclerosis Day on 30" May 2024. To mark the occasion MSW
interns of Social Work and Services & Programs unit performed Street play on Multiple Sclerosis regarding

World Multiple Sclerosis day.




Events for the Month of June 2024

1. World Club Foot Day:
Every Year 3@ June is observed as " World Club Foot Day" in remembrance of Dr.lgnacio

Ponseti who developed Ponseti Method to treat CTEV/Club Foot deformity in children & Ponseti
International Association started observing it from year 2013. To create awareness among the
rehabilitation professionals, parents and public, NIEPMD Chennai and AYJNISHD, MUMBAI observed this
day by organising a webinar on 3rd June 2024. Dr. S P Das - Former Director SVNIRTAR CUTTACK and
Orthopaedic Surgeon by profession was invited as Resource person to talk on "MANAGEMENT OF CLUB
FOOT". DR. Das elaborately discussed various Consetvative and Non- conservative treatment approach to
achieve near to normal Foot anatomy that improve the mobility, self image and active participation.
According to Dr. Das up to 7years of age the deformity can be corrected under regular follow up and
proper monitoring and success rate is nearly 85%. Dr.Das highlighted about the importance of parent
Counselling and education about the treatment approach. Dr. Vijayalaxami- Pediatrician talked about
various causes of CTEV. Dr. Nachiketa Rout, Director NIEPMD welcomed the Resource person and
participants briefed out about the how Club foot deformity results in disabling condition and affect the
individual's activities. About 105 participants belonging to various Medical and rehabilitation professionals,

Trainees and Parents were participated.
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2. Joint Secretary Visit:

Shri Rajeev Sharma, IFoS, Joint Secretary, DEPwD, MSJ&E, visited CRC Madurai on 7th June
2024 to review the service activities provided to Persons with Disabilities. Dr. Nachiketa Rout, Director,
NIEPMD, briefed the JS about various activities carryout by CRC Madurai. During the visit, Shri Rajeev

Sharma, IFoS, Joint Secretary, DEPwD, MSJ&E inaugurated the Parent Training Programme, distributed

Aids and appliances under ADIP scheme to the beneficiaries and planted saplings in the campus

premises.




Shri Rajeev Sharma, IFoS, Joint Secretary, DEPwD, MSJ&E, reviewed the service activities of NIEPMD
Extension Centre located at Karaikal on 7th June 2024 along with Dr.Nachiketa Rout, Director, NIEPMD and

Official of Dept. of Social Work, Karaikal, Govt.of Puducherry. Shri Rajeev Sharma, IFoS, Joint Secretary,

DEPwD, MSJ&E also met District Collector of Karaikal, Dr.D.Manikandan, IAS. to strengthen services of

Extension Center Karaikal. During the visit, Shri Rajeev Sharma, IFoS, Joint Secretary, DEPwD, MSJ&E
inaugurated the Parent Training Programme, distributed Aids & appliances under ADIP scheme to the

beneficiaries and planted saplings in the campus premises.




On 8™ June 2024, Shri. Rajeev Sharma, IFoS, Joint Secretary, DEPwD, MSJ&E, Govt. of India

visited NIEPMD. Dr.Nachiketa Rout, Director, NIEPMD, Persons with Disabilities and Parents welcomed
the Joint Secretary with Shawl and Flowers. Dr.Nachiketa Rout, Director, NIEPMD briefed the various
rehabilitation services provided to persons with Multiple Disabilities to the Joint Secretary. During the
visit, Joint Secretary Inaugurated the Respite care services. Dr. Rajesh Ramachandran I/c Respite care
services briefed the Joint Secretary about the activities happening in Respite care, distributed Aids and
appliances under ADIP scheme to the beneficiaries, Launched the Website of Famous Divyganjans,
Distributed certificates to the Adult with Disabilities, who completed the Skill Training Program under
SIPDA Scheme and also release the Book on Dyslexia published by NIEPMD in association Madras
Dyslexia Foundation. Shri. Rajeev Sharma, IFoS, Joint Secretary, DEPwWD, MSJ&E, Govt. of India also
interacted with CPWD officials and discussed regarding various ongoing projects status at NIEPMD.
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3. Graduation Day:

The National Institute for the Empowerment of Persons with Multiple Disabilities under the Department
of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan), Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment,
Government of India, proudly celebrated its Graduation ceremony on 12th June 2024. The day serves to
recognise the contribution of each and every student in achieving the graduates' success and an opportunity to
express gratitude to their family, friends, and mentors who have supported them throughout their academic
journey.

The Chief Guest Justice S. Baskaran, B.A., B.L., Retired Judge, The High Court of Madras, and Former
Chairperson, State Human Rights Commission, Tamil Nadu, The Guest of Honor Inspector General Donny
Michael, Commander of the Coast Guard Region (east), and The Special Guest Dr. P. Ganesan, Controller of
Examinations, Tamil Nadu Teacher Education University inaugurated the graduation Ceremony with invocation
of Thamizhthaai Vaazhthu in the presence of Dr. Nachiketa Rout, Director, NIEPMD, Dr. A. Amarnath, Deputy
Registrar (Offg.) and other officials.

During the inaugural address, the Chief Guest Justice S. Baskaran emphasized the vital role of inclusive
education that help students to gain confidence and make a difference in the society. He added that "The
success of these graduates is a testament to their determination and immense support provided by NIEPMD
and their achievements inspire us all to continue working towards a more inclusive society. Inspector General
Donny Michael highlighted the significance of resilience and dedication and extended his heartfelt
appreciations to the young achievers. Dr. P. Ganesan commended the academic rigor and innovative teaching
methods at NIEPMD, which have equipped the students with the skills needed to excel in their respective fields.

Following the inaugural ceremony, The Chief Guest Justice S. Baskaran, the Guest of Honor Inspector
General Donny Michael and the Special Guest Dr. P. Ganesan awarded the Degree/Diploma/Honorary
certificates to the students from various disciplines and congratulated the hard work of the students and
acknowledges their accomplishments with a smile. The students wearing a Graduation ceremony dress and
received the certificates with a sense of pride as they embarked on their professional journey.

About 340 students from Department of Allied Health Sciences and Special Education took part in the
ceremony and pledged to be honest in their duties and use their knowledge to serve for country and humanity.
The graduation ceremony concluded with the playing of the National Anthem, a moment of shared pride and

unity for the graduating class and their guests.




4. World Hypertension Day:

As part of World Hypertension Day, an Awareness Camp and Blood pressure monitoring program
organized by Unit of Occupational Therapy, Department of Therapeutics collaboration with Tamilnadu

Dr. MGR medical University for HRD Students, Person with disabilities and their parents on 14/06/2024

. International Day of Yoga:

NIEPMD celebrated the 10th year of International Day of Yoga on June 21st to recognise the art of yoga
for mental and physical well-being. Yoga, a transformative practice, builds a harmony between human and
nature. The theme for the year is "Yoga for self and society". This day emphasizes the benefits of yoga in our
daily lives and raises awareness about yoga and its advantages worldwide.

To commemorate the occasion, NIEPMD organised a one week program from June 15th to June 21st to
spread the knowledge about benefits of yoga for physical and mental health. Dr. Nachiketa Rout, Director,
NIEPMD inaugurated the event in the presence of Dr. A. Amarnath, Deputy Registrar (offg.), NIEPMD and Shri.
P. Kamaraj, HoD, Department of Special Education, NIEPMD.

The event began with an Awareness program on Adapted Yoga for children with special needs from
different special schools in and around Chennai. Specifically, the awareness programs conducted at Paradise
Home for Mentally Challenged at Muttukadu, Little Hearts Residential School for Mental illness at Panaiyur,
MGR School for the Deaf at Ramapuram, The Spastics society of Tamilnadu (SPASTN) at Taramani and
Vidyasagar Special School at Kotturpuram. An awareness webinar was conducted on the topic of "Yoga and its
health benefits" for children with special needs and Smt. S.Jothi Arumugam, Yoga instructor served as the
resource person. A special program called 'Demonstration of common yoga protocol' was organised on 21st
June 2024 for HRD students, Staffs, Housekeeping staffs and Parents to encourage practice of yoga which

improves balance and endurance in life. Dr. Jyoti Maggu, PhD scholar from Vyasa University, Banglore, a




resource person, demonstrated the techniques of yogasanas to enhance self-care and maintain balance in all
aspects of life. The program was inaugurated by Dr.Nachiketa Rout, Director, NIEPMD, in the presence of
Dr.A.Amarnath, Deputy Registrar (Offg), Shri.Kamaraj, HOD —Special Education, Smt. B.Leelavathi, Principal,
Model School for Persons with Multiple Disabilities, Smt.Prema, Yoga Instruction, NIEPMD. An inclusive yoga
awareness program was conducted for children including children with special needs around NIEPMD campus
and from outside schools to teach the basic yoga poses along with breathing techniques for their general well-
being through building an inclusive environment.

More than 500 participants, including Persons with Disabilities, Children, Parents, Students, Faculties,
Staff and Housekeeping staff, participated and benefited from the offering of different yoga programs to bring

positive change in the society.
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6. World Diabetes Day:

NIEPMD observed the World Diabetes Day on 27 June 2024. To mark the Occasion, an Awareness
program on “WORLD DIABETES DAY" with theme of " Diabete and Wellbeing" organised by Unit of Material
Development- Aids & Appliances , Dept of Medical Sciences through Hybrid mode. Dr. V. B. Narayana
Murthy M.B.B.S, F.R.C.S (Glasgow) and Shri. Suman Kumar Panda Consultant P & O and CEO Loco Rehab
Clinic, Raipur are the Resource person for the program. About 90 participants attended the program. The
Poster and Quiz competition also organised for HRD Trainees of NIEPMD. The winners were distributed

prizes & certificate of participation.




7. Celebration of Helen Keller’s 144" Birth Anniversary:

NIEPMD celebrated the Helen Keller’'s 144%™ birth anniversary on 27 June 2024. To mark the
occasion an Awareness program on Deafblindness was conducted at St. Lourdes Matriculation School,
Chennai on 26 June. The Simulation activities were conducted for school children. Around 50 children
participated in the program. On 27% June 2024 organized Toy exhibition for children with Multiple
Disabilities at Model School for Persons with Multiple Disabilities, NIEPMD. The exhibition was
inaugurated by Dr. Nachiketa Rout, Director (NIEPMD) in the presence of Dr. A. Amarnath Deputy
Registrar(Offg), Mr. Kamaraj HOD, Special Education, and Smt. B. Leelavathi, Principal, Model school.
Special teachers, Children with Special Needs and Parents were among those present on the occasion.
The toys were displayed in the exhibition. Traditional toys prepared by parents and teachers, the items
used by children with multiple disabilities as toys and local available toys also displayed . The local toy
vendors were invited to set up a stall in the exhibition. A pottery stall was also arranged in the exhibition
to provide hands on experience to prepare variety of pots. Around 500 people including Children with

special needs, parents, HRD trainees, Rehab professionals visited the exhibition.




8. Swatchh Bharat Abhiyan:

As part of the Swatchh Bharat Clean Drive Activities a team of Snake Charmers from The Irula Snake
Catchers Industrial Co-operative Society Limited , ECR, Chennai visited NIEPMD campus during 29t — 30t

May 2024 and caught 16 Snakes (6 varieties of Snake) in and around campus of NIEPMD.




Events for the Month of July 2024

1. Progressive use of Hindi (Rajbhasa):

The 3™ meeting of the Official Language Implementation Committee, NIEPMD held on 5™ July
2024 in the presence of Committee Chairman - Shri P. Kamaraj, Member Secretary - Dr. Rajesh
Ramachandran with committee members shri. P.K. Tripathi, shri. Devendra prasad, Dr K Balabhaskar and

shri. Atul Kumar Giri.

2. World Youth Skills Day:

World Youth Skills Day was introduced in the 2014 by the UN General Assembly and is being
observed effectively 15 July to celebrate the strategic importance of equipping young people with skills
for employment, decent work and entrepreneurship. The theme for World Youth Skills Day 2024, "Youth
Skills for Peace and Development," underscores the crucial role young people play in peacebuilding and
conflict resolution. The world faces a multitude of challenges today, many of which affect the youth.
Violent conflicts disrupting education and stability, a polarized online environment fostering negativity,
and persistent economic inequality limits opportunities. These issues threaten not only individual futures
but also the overall stability of societies. It is crucial to equip youth with the necessary skills for fostering
a culture of peace, nurturing responsible global citizens, and promoting sustainable development to build

a more just, inclusive, and sustainable future for all.

Honouring the significance the National institute for Empowerment of Persons with Multiple
Disabilities (NIEPMD) Chennai - under Awareness generation publicity scheme of DEPwD - has staged a
captivating program on 15 July 2024 in Campus for “World Youth Skills Day” in the theme of 'Youth

Skills for Peace and Development'.

It highlights the crucial role that young people play in peacebuilding and conflict resolution

efforts. The world faces a multitude of challenges today, many of which affect the youth”

About 50 persons with disabilities along with their parents across the Tamil Nadu have
participated and the NIEPMD has gladly bestowed every essentiality for their sound contributions and

fruitful outcome.




This program of universal observance for youth was graced by Dr. Suresh Sundaram, Prof. &
HOD, RGNIYD, MoYA, Gol as Chief Guest and Dr. P. D. Madan Kumar, Prof & HoD, Ragas Dental College

as Guest of Honour.

Commendably, a special session led by Dr. P. David Paul, Training Officer, RGNIYD, Shri.
Santhosh, Head of Empowerment & Team, ABLE AURA & Dr. Jothi Arumugam, Master Coach,
MYHOLISM briefed about Developing Life Skills, well-being Skills, mental health skills & physical activities
through sports and games for adults with disabilities.

The outcome of the programme in to develop a comprehensive tool kit on Life skills, Yoga,
Physical activities towards well-being for Persons with Multiple Disabilities (PwMDs) in Work place and
Skill Training Setup.

About 50 persons with disabilities along with their parents across the Tamil Nadu have participated
and the NIEPMD has gladly bestowed every essentiality for their sound contributions and fruitful

outcome.
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3. Signing of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU):

In a significant move towards promoting inclusive education and Empowerment for
persons with Disabilities (PwDs), 5 Memorandum of Understanding (MoUs) have been
signed between the National Institute for Empowerment of Persons with Multiple
Disabilities (NIEPMD) and various Institutions/organizations, including TTK Centre (lIT
Madras), Blink Foundation, Nimaya Robotics Private Limited, Trinayani and Cure
International (CRC- K) in the Presence of Dr.Virendra Kumar, Hon’ble Minister for social
Justice and Empowerment, Govt. of India, and Shri B. L. Verma, Hon'ble Minster of State for
Social Justice and Empowerment. These collaborations mark a significant step towards a more

inclusive society, leveraging the expertise and resources of each organization to improve




education and empowerment for persons with disabilities. The MoUs are set to be effective

for three years, with potential for renewal based on mutual consent.

In the august presence of Dr.Sridhar, Vice chancellor and Dr. Meenakshi, Dean, Chettinadu
Academy of Research Education(CARE), Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between
NIEPMD and CARE signed by Dr. Nachiketa Rout, Director, NIEPMD and Smt.S.Jeyandrasararwathi,
Registrar, CARE University respectively on 31° July 2024 . The other dignitaries present on the occasion
were DrB. S. Santhosh Kanna, HoD, Therapeutics, & Shri.Kurinchi chelvan , Lecturer, OT , moderated the

event and deliberated on the benefits of the collaboration to all concerned organizations.
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4. Swatchh Bharat Abhiyan:

Swachhata Pakhwada 16" — 31 July 2024:

As per the direction from the Dept. of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment, Govt. of India vide letter dated 12™ July 2024, regarding the Swacchata
Pakhwada activity in the 2" fortnight of July 2024 (i.e. from 16% to 315t July 2024) NIEPMD observed the

Swachhatta Pakhwada, from 16th to 31st July 2024. The following activities were carried out.

Maintaining and improving the greenery, plantation and flowering in the premises were taken up in

the campus on 16t — 315t July 2024.




Dr.Nachiketa Rout, Director

NIEPMD on 18t July 2024.

Swatchhata

Centre, Karaikal.

Karaikal, Puducherry, India
G, Karalkal, Puducherry 609605, India
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As part of the Swatchh Bharat Clean Drive activities a team of Snake Charmers from The Irula Snake
Catchers Industrial Co-operative Society Limited , ECR, Chennai visited NIEPMD campus and caught 16

Snakes (6 varieties of Snake) in and around campus of NIEPMD.




Wealth from Waste:

Parents of individuals with disabilities and students of the CCCG course showcased their creativity
and teamwork by crafting a beautiful basket from waste papers as part of the observance of Swachhta
Pakhwada. The activity not only resulted in an impressive final product but also fostered group

collaboration, assertiveness, creativity, and enhanced communication skills.

Clean drive Activities:

Students of the CCCG course are preparing charts for maintaining room cleanliness in the respite

care and family cottage as part of the Swachhta Pakhwada (Cleanliness fortnightly awareness drive)

initiative.




As part of the Swachhta Pakhwada the extension service of NIEPMD, Karaikal organized the training
program on 30" July 2024 on the topic of Swacchata. About 60 Children with special needs and their
parents were participated in the occasion.

jucherry, India
Karalkal, Puducherry 609608, India

79.839008°
10:21 AM GMT +05:30

Staff of Extentsion Centre of NIEPMD, Karaikal, Persons with Disabilities and Parents of PwDs

planted sapling in and around the campus of NIEPMD extension centre of Karaikal.

Swachhta
Pakhwadia




The Unit of Physiotherapy, Dept. of Therapeutics, NIEPMD organized Slogan writing competition
for BPT students, as part of Swachhata Pakhwada on 30" July 2024
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As part of the observance of Swatchhata Pakhwada, NIEPMD organized an Awareness program on
Importance of health, hygiene and sanitation to house keeping staff . The Resource person for the program
was Dr.Rajesh Ramachandran, Rehabilitation Officer (Service & Program) and Shri. M Sadhadivam, Staff

Nurse.

2024.07.3111:49

As part of the observance of Swatchhata Pakhwada, HRD students of NIEPMD participated the

clean drive activity in and around the campus of NIEPMD on 315 July 2024.
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The Unit of Physiotherapy, Dept.of Therapeutics, NIEPMD conducted Story Writing Competition for

BPT students, as a part of observance of Swachhata Pakhwada on 31t July 2024.

Muthukadu, Tamil Nadu, India
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Persons with Disabilities actively particpated the Clean drive activities as part of the observance of

Swatchhata Pakhwada.
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5.Human Resource Development:

As part of curriculuam BPO HRD trainees visited CIPET GUINDY (Industrial visit), Chennai along

with B.P.O. Faculty wherein they observed plastic processing industrial set up and various plastic

Moulding techniques.




On 6% July 2024 a "CAMPUS INTERVIEW CUM PLACEMENT" event organised at NIEPMD CHENNAI

for B.P.O.internees (2019-20 Batch) Wherein Shri. Sashikant Prusti, Director - Robotics Rehab -
Prosthetics &Orthotics India Pvt Ltd, Hyderabad conducted the telephonic campus interview to the

students.

On 24™ July 2024, Campus Interview -Cum- Selection event organised by Unit of Material
Development A & A, Department of Medical Science, NIEPMD Chennai for B.P.O. ( 2019-20)
internees ( total 07 internees appearing in interview) conducted Offficals from Endolite India
Shri. Britex- Zonal Director and Smt Sumithra - Branch Manager (Endolite Chennai). Dr.Nachiketa

Rout Director, NIEPMD feliciated the Officials of Endolite.

On 31° July 2024, Campus interview cum placement event organized by Unit of Material
Development, Dept. of Medical Sciences, NIEPMD conducted by the officials from The Leprosy Mission,

New Delhi ( Dr. Helen Robert- Deputy Director and Manikandan Regional Manager) for B.P.O. Internees.




6. Media Coverage:

Media Coverage:

World Youth Skills Day 2024
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World Youth Skills Day (July 15) was introduced in
2014 by the UN General Assembly to celebrate the stra-
tegic importance of equipping young people with skills
for employment, decent work and entrepreneurship. The
theme for World Youth Skills Day 2024 - ‘Youth Skills
for Peace and Development’, underscores the crucial role
young people play in peacebuilding and conflict resolu-
tion.

Honouring the significance, the National Institute
for Empowerment of Persons with Multiple Disabilities
(NIEPMD) staged a captivating program on July 15,
where about 50 persons with disabilities and their par-
ents across the state participated. The chief guest of the
event was Dr. Suresh Sundaram - HOD of Rajiv Gandhi
National Institute of Youth Development (RGNIYD). Dr.
P. D. Madan Kumar - HoD of Ragas Dental College, was
the guest of honour.

Commendably, a special session about developing
life skills, well-being skills, mental health skills and
physical activities through sports and games for adults
with disabilities was conducted by Dr.P.David Paul -
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Head of Em-
powerment, and Dr. Jothi Arumugam - Master Coach at
Myholism.

Training Officer at RGNIYD, Santhosh -




Events for the Month of August 2024

1. CRE program on Work & Employment:

NIEPMD Organized State-Level Continuing Rehabilitation Education Program on "Work &
Employment". The Department of Adult Independent Living (DAIL), National Institute for Empowerment
of Persons with Multiple Disabilities (NIEPMD) successfully conducted a two-day State-level Continued
Rehabilitation Education (CRE) Program on "Work & Employment" in the NIEPMD premises for
Rehabilitation Professionals of Tamil Nadu from 3" = 4t August 2024. The program aimed to enhance
the professional capacities of rehabilitation professionals dedicated to empowering persons with
disabilities.

Shri K. P. Anand IAAS, Principal Accountant General of Tamil Nadu and Puducherry, Who was the
Chief Guest for the program. . The inaugural address was given by Amarnath, Deputy Registrar, NIEPMD
and the welcome address by Dr. K. Balabaskar, Lecturer, NIEPMD. The sessions covered essential topics,
including vocational training initiatives, technological advancements, vocational education for persons
with disabilities, psychological factors in the workplace, corporate employment initiatives, sustainable
employment practices, successful models, and the role of parents. About 150 rehabilitation
professionals, including special educators and audiologists from Tamil Nadu and Kerala, participated in
the program. Distinguished speakers were part of this program from we are your voice, NCSCDA, NIOS,
Agate Infotech, Ashtanga Yoga Centre, Spandan Life Skills Enhancement Centre, Dr. Reddy's
Foundation,Waves Creations, Educationist & social worker and Parent Association Chennai. The event
highlighted NIEPMD's commitment in empowering persons with disabilities and enhancing the skills of

rehabilitation professionals.

2. Official Language Meeting:
Dr.Nachiketa Rout, Director, NIEPMD, Dr.Rajesh Ramachandran, R.O (S & P) & Hindi

Officer along with Hindi consultant attended the 67th Meeting of Town Official Language

Implementaion Committee held NIOT, Chennai on 7t" August 2024.




3. CRE program on Direct Socket Technology for Lower Extremity Prosthesis

NIEPMD in collaboration Orthotics and Prosthetics Association of India (OPAI), and OSSUR
Pvt.Ltd India organized 2 days Rehabilitation Council of India(RCl),, New Delhi approved Continuous
Rehabilitation Education (CRE) Program on Direct Socket Technology for Lower Extremity Prosthesis,
from 10t — 11 August 2024 at NIEPMD.

Inauguration of the program was held on 10™ August 2024. Dr. Thirunavukkarasu Director,
Government Institute of Rehabilitation and Medicine, Chennai who was the Chief Guest on the Occasion.
The other dignitaries present on the occasion were Dr. Nachiketa Rout Director, NIEPMD, Dr. Amarnath
A, Deputy Registrar (Offg), NIEPMD, Dr. M. C. Dash National President, OPAI, Dr. Aratatran Patra, Vice
President, OPAI, Dr. Rajesh Kumar Mohanty, Joint Secretary, OPAl and Dr. Rajesh Kanna, the CRE
coordinator.

Dr. Thirunavukkarasu emphasized the relevance of the CRE and highlighted the opportunity it
provided to learn from experts in the field. He also announced the initiation of a BPO course at GIRM,
Chennai. About 175 Prosthetics and Orthotics professionals and HRD students were participated the
program This CRE aim is to enhance knowledge and skills related to socket fitment using cutting-edge
technology used in service delivery protocol for Lower extremity amputee.

Dr. Nachiketa Rout addressed the transformation of the Prosthetics and Orthotics (P&O) field
from traditional methods to digital technology. His insights underscored the importance of staying
abreast of technological advancements in socket design and fitment.

The successful event served as a platform for knowledge exchange, networking, and skill
development, reinforcing the commitment of OPAI and its members to advancing prosthetics and
orthotics practices in India. Shri. Dewendra Prasad, Rehabilitation Officer, NIEPMD, Chennai Coordinated

the program.




4. Drug Abuse Pledge:

The HRD Students of NIEPMD took Pledge on DRUG ABUSE under NASHA MUKT BHARAT ABHIYAN
(NMBA). Shri.P.Kamaraj, Lecturer (Spl.Edn) administered the pledge to Staff and HRD Students of Special
Education on 12t August 2024.

&) 6Ps Map camera

:40 PM GMT +05:30

5. Inauguration of Employability Skill Training Program:

The Department of Adult Independent Living (DAIL) of National Institute for Empowerment of
Persons with Multiple Disabilities (NIEPMD) successfully launched its 70-hour Employability Skills Training
Program for Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) on August 10, 2024. The inaugural batch comprises 10
students with multiple disabilities who will undergo tailored training designed to enhance their

employability and skill sets.

The program was inaugurated by Dr. Nachiketa Rout, Director, NIEPMD, who delivered an
inspiring address, underscoring the importance of employability skills for individuals with multiple
disabilities. Dr. Amarnath, Deputy Registrar of NIEPMD, provided an overview of the program’s

curriculum, detailing the scope of the 13 modules that will be comprehensively covered throughout the




course. Following a stimulating interaction with the students, Dr. Nachiketa Rout and Dr. Amarnath,
NIEPMD have distributed workbooks to all participants, marking the formal commencement of the
training. This program is designed to equip students with the essential skills required to successfully

navigate the job market and secure meaningful employment.

6. Independence Day celebration
NIEPMD celebrated the 78" Year of Independence Day and completion on 15th August 2024. To
commemorate the occasion NIEPMD organized a week long programs from 5% - 15% August 2024 for
Person with Disabilities(PwDs), Parents of PwDs. The details of the program as follows.
1. Picture Colouring and Fancy Dress Competition for Persons with Disabilities Aged between 0-18 years on
5t — 6™ August 2024.
Dumb Charades competition for Staff of NIEPMD, Poster Competition for Persons with Disabilities on

6™ August 2024.

Talent Show competition for Persons with Children with Disabilities Aged 18 and above on 7™ August
2024.

Shipwreck, Kite Flying and Monologue competition for HRD students on 7" — 9t August 2024.

Hunting Treasure, Cooking without Fire and Puzzles for Parents of Persons with Disabilities on 8™ & 9t

August 2024.

. Cultural programs performed by Person with Disabilities and HRD students on 15t

August 2024
On 15 August 2024 Dr.A.Amarnath, Deputy Registrar, NIEPMD, hoisted the Tricolor National Flag
in the presence of Dr.S.Karthikeyan, Associate Professor (Clinical Psychology) delivered the
Independence day address and also distributed prizes to the Winners of the participants who
participated in various competition. During the program. Staffs, Persons with Disabilities, Parents of

PwDs and HRD students were among those present on the occasion.
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7. Exclusive Job Fair 2024:

NIEPMD in Collaboration with District Different Abled Welfare Office, Thiruvallur organized
"EXCLUSIVE JOB FAIR" for PwDs at Trivallur Collectrate, Tiruvvallur. Dr. T. Prabhushankar, District
Collector, Tiruvallur inaugurated the Job Fair and handed over Appointment Order to the selected
candidates. About 13 reputed organizations and 168 job aspirants were participated in the job fair.
About 51 This programme is funded by Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities

(DEPwWD) - Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment under Awareness Generation and Publicity

Scheme. (AGP)

8. State Level Cerebral Athletic Championship 2024

Unit of Cerebral Palsy , Model School for Persons with Multiple Disabilities and Service clients of
NIEPMD participated in the 5™ State Level Cerebral Athletic Championship 2024 organized by Cerebral
Palsy Sports Association Tamil Nadu at Salem during 24™" to 25™ August 2024. About 1 Gold and 6 Silver
medals bagged by the Model Special School Children with Cerebral Palsy in various events viz. Running,

Shotput Throw, Discus throw.
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