From medicine
to teaching

1 Vijayalakshmy is a teacher to children
with multiple disabilities for the last three

decades
LIFFY THOMAS
ith the diagnosis of her
son's hearing loss, |
Vijayalakshmy, a
medical doctor, turned into a
rehabilitation worker. In the
1990s, the family even relocated
from Kerala to Chennai in search
of a school for the boy.
She began her journey as
teacher at Clarke School for the
Deaf in RK Salai.
Now working with National
Institute for Empowerment of
Persons with Multiple Disabilies  programme planning and parent
(NIEPMD), Vijayalakshmy has training, Those were the early
found her calling in teaching vears of NIEPMD and the team
special children. had the task of creating
While her sonwould beinthe  awareness about the centre,
class, she would wait right “We adapted a number of
outside the dassroom, teaching learning material like B
“Founder of Clarke School for  Active Box, Resonance Box for
the Deaf, Dr Leelavathy Patrick the Institute to our requirements.
asked me to help them in 1 was one of the first teachers in
creating a medical record of all the deafblind unit (cerehral
the students at the schoolas she  palsy was the only other unit it
kru;-w my hm:l@umd says hmsed rhen',l.
Ician. fa
There began I.'h & ETO0ming, Relamhakkam.
which has included a slew of Vijayalakshmy has
responsibilities and being sent to aded various
conferences and even stints programmes at NIEPMD, which
beyond the Indian shores, includes being a course
“In 1995, the first deaf-blind coordinator for a diploma in
student joined the school and I special education and
Wnkedmwnrkmﬂlﬂxe deaﬂ:llmdness a post graduate
child," lakshmy. In in early intervention
1997, d}esdnullmmgcmml ﬁlmlhngsmdem.sfmﬂlese
sent her on a sponsored trip to COUTSES Was &
Netherland to help her with a awareness about mulupl:
deeper understanding of disabilities was low those days.
deafblindness, earf Besides, she has also rrained
identification of multiple professionals of district Early
disabilities and multi-disciplinary  Intervention Centres of Tamil
aspects in holistic schooling. This  Nadu.
‘was followed by a six-month stint The teacher, who has won a
in London. few awards for her work in the
After 14 vears at Clarke’s, she  area, is currently working on a
moved to NIEPMD as lecturer in hand book on multiple
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disabilities, with focus on autism
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PRINGE FREDERICK

here is an echo of
T John  Steinback’s

The Moo Is Down in
Ganapthy Iver Girls High
School's pandernic
experience,

In Steinbeck’s novel,
when thrust into & war, a
small nation of unarmed,
pedce-loving people floun-
der their way to resistance,
slowly becoming firm-foot-
el in their mission. Signall-
irg the early stage of the
shift from “peace-loving™
o “combative”, the pick-
axe turns into a weapon of
destruetion,

In the Gopalspuram
school, when thrust into
online classes, a chuch of
digital-immigrant,  text-
book-loving teachers bum-
ble their way to digital lite-
racy, slowly becoming
comfortable in front of the
screen, The first sign of the
shift from “bewilderment”
10 “poise” is a fridge glass
tray thatmorphs into a ma-
keshift stand cum see
through screen.

Before going into the de-
tails of the innovaton,
hiere is what led up to it.

0On June 15, 2020, the
headmistress  of  the
school, Saradhamani Sub-
ramanian had summoned
the teachers for an urgent
meeting. No sooner had
she broached the topic
than she found herself in
one lonely corner of the
room. The rest of the
teachers had broken into
rwo groups, neither of
them warming up to Sarad-
hamani's suggestion.

The headmistress had
asked them to video-re-
cord all the lessons in
WhatsApp to be shared

Anearly Intervention
centre at NIEPMD;
and (above) J.
Vijayakakshmy.
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